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Matthew 28:18-20

And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All
power is given unto me in heaven and in earth,

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing

them in the nume of the Father, and of the Son, and of

the Holy Ghost:

Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever |
have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway.
even unto the end of the world, Amen,

Lord, Send Me Anvwhere

O Lord, since Thou has!t died
To wive Thyself for moe,
No sacrifice could be too great

For me to make for Thee.

L only have ona life,

And that will xoon bhe past;
Iwant my lifo to count for Christ,
What's done for Him will last,

I follow Thee, my Lord,

And glory in Thy cross

I glaclly leave the world behind
And count all' gain as 1oss.

(ehorus)

Lord, send me anyivhero,
Only go with me:

Lay any burden on me,
Cnly sustain me

Sever any tie,

Suve the e that binds me
To Thy heart,

Lord lesus. niy Kink,

I consecrate my life, Lord,
To Thee,




Introduction

At the end of history, the saints in heaven sing praise to Jesus
Christ:

Thene art worthy to take the hook,

and o open the seals thereol:

for thou wast stain, and hast redecmed us 1o God by thy blood
ont of every kindred, and tongue. and people, and nation;

and hast made us unter our God Rings and priesis

and we shall reign on the earth. (Rev. 5:9-10)

This means that one of God's purposes in history is that every
people group will have at least one representative in heaven,

Ciod wants this to happen. It will happen. God values the
praises of people who aren’t white, who aren’t middle class,
who've never used the Internet. He wants 10 set up third-world,
dark-skinned people as rulers along with fair-haired Norwegians,

This little song, that Revelation says will be sung in the future,
15 a great leveler of the peoples, Every person made in God's
image is valuable, and so & every nation made up of those people.

If you are & Christian, one of the future rulers of the globe, it 1s
your privilege and responsibility to join with God in His misston
to publish great things to the nations. And we already know the
end of the story.

CHAPTER (JNI

The Basis for

Missions
@D

Springtime at my house
means basebull! Finding the
gloves and buts, playmg catch
n the hackyard, signing up for
Little League, nndd listenmg 1o the
Atlanta Braves point to muny
months of fun und competition
Severnl vears nga the local baschall
erganmzation ssked me 1o conch o team
of seven-year-old hays. With fear and

trembling, | accepled. Becoming the

copch transtormed me into the ex-

pert! Reading the rules of baseball

proved to be the first of muny hum-
bling expenences. Although | had
playved argunized basebill for six vears, cheered as an ovid fan,
talked about the game and preatly enjoved it, | soon discovered
how very hittle | knes about the specifics of the game. This first-
vear coach painfully Jearned far more than sny of the plavers did.
[he team won many games, but could have won muore if the
couach hid known the game better

Your involvement in the church’s great missionary ctort may
I Tike my st year of coaghing. | hisd played the game but did
not know the rules. You probably often hear about missions,
sometimes contethute fnunetally, and may even know o mission-
ary. But do you ever wonder why your pastor makes such an af-
fair out of the annual missions conference! Why not keep abl that
money at the ehureh 1o aid poor folks or build that new gymna-
sium” Why send families to places with wnfamibiar names to
fenrn o foremgn langaage and ot strange foods when the need in
this country is so great? These are good guestions that deserve
strdpht wnswers Trom our rulebook Tor missions, Gods Word



"<

Though knowing the rules of buseball is necessary, | needed
more 10 be a good coach, | had o create pracuce drills, organize
the Hneup, and motivate the team within the confines of the miles,
Giving out candy bars to those who make good plays is not re-
yuired by the rules, bin neither is it prohubited. Candy bars helped
ws win and did not violate the rules, so | gave out lots of ¢candy
bars! The chureh today does
many things related to
missiods that are not
specifically men-
tloned 1n Scripture,
Chrastian lewders ere-
anvely devise
programs and ongani-
zations to aid in the
work of missions. Thas book
secks 1o acquaimt you with the
rules and 1eclinigues of modern missions so
that you may be an effective “team player™

Baseball 1< a blast! Purticipating in the work of Jesus Christ
aevmand the world s much moee than o “blasc™ IS o wonderful
privilege with great reward in both ime and etemity, Lets finst
Tearn the tules, and 1hen we will discuss how your as a teen can v
ATV In this great work

Rules’ Violations

1o Ao Laseball, what happens when a tunnet
leaves the baseline?

2. Inaoccer, what happens when a player hits
the ball with his hand?

1 1o basketball, what happens when i phiyee
travets with the bali?

4 In Jootball, what happens when a player
[raly & tacemuask?

5 In life, what happens when we don’t follow
Cod's rules?

A Look at the Rules

The best place (o start leaming about a complex issue is at the
beginning; therefore, let’s start in Genesss and work through the
Old Testament. Most people are familiar with the account of
Adam and Eve's creation and subsequent fall into sin. The black-
ness of sin provides o contrast with God that enables us to see and
understand His charscter, God allowed Adum and Eve 10 eal from
uny tree except one. He sets houndaries around acceptable beliny-
tor for man. Adem ignored the boundary when he ate from the
tree and immedintely hegan receiving the negative consequences
ol his action.

In biblical studies, “death” means separtion from Gaod and
has implications in both the present and the future, God expelled
the first fumily from the Garden of Eden, and eventuntly Adam’s
hody died. More importantly, Adam eould no longer fellowship
with God as before. and his sin infected the entire human race,
The npostle Paul tells us, “Wheretore, us by one man sin entered
into the world und death by sin; und so death passed upon all
mon, for that all have sinned™ (Rom. 5:12), Mankind's chiel
characteristic throughout
time 15 not his intelligence,
physical strength, or vast ac-
complishments, but his sin-
ful nature. Every obituary
und every cemetery should
remind us of Adam’s disobe-
dience and our disobedience
to o holy God

God was not willing to leave Adam or the 1est of humanity in
such o hopeless condition. Farst, God told the serpent who enticed
Eve to-sin that in time a child horn to the woman would gain ulti-
mate victory over evil {Gen. 3:15). The conflict between the “secd
of the woman™ and evil is one of the main themes of the Bible,
Second, until this finsl victory occurred, God made a temporary
provision to restore at least part of what wis lost in Adim’s dis-
obedience. This provision was “coats of skins™ 10 clothe the first
couple (Gen. 3210, Remember that they ¢ompliingd about being




naked and ofraid, The skins covered
the nukedness and also pointed 10
the smportant coneept “atone-
ment,”" which means “cover-

g The amimal died (n

Adam’s place, Notice, how-

cver, that many consequences

of the sin remained, including
expulsion from the Garden, and
had to be faced by Adam for the
rest ol his life on carth

Some of you may exelim, “The ‘rules” of missions sound o
lot ke a Bible doctrines ¢lass!™ You are absolutely correct. All
faith and practice, what we believe and do, must come directly
from the Bible, Genesis is a book of foundations, The remaining
65 books develop the themes introduced in Genesis, Lets malie
sure we understand the basics from ithe account of man's fall. Man
is a sinful being deserving death for his disobedience. God, bow-
ever, introcduced a plan to restore felfowship with man through the
coming Redeemer and illustrated the plan by covering the guilty
couple with coats of skins. Animals don’t normally donate thelr
skins. The couts required the death of the ammal. The Lord trans-
ferred the penalty ¢“thou shalt surcly dic™ Gen. 2:17) 10 an inno-
cent party in order 1o restore man 1o partial fellowship. The
concepts in Genesis are of the very hesset of missions today. Man
rebels against God and is now subject 10 God's wrath. God pro-
vided for man's salvation through Jesus Christ and now secks for
the practical restoration of fellowship. In simple terms. missions
iy tefling other peaple about the saving power of Jesus Cheist ol
e e life that follosws,

Cod's Missionary Heart

The Old Testament centers on God's missionary heart,
Through ordinary people. eloguent prophets, righteous politicians,
naturnl wonders, and occasional miracles, God reaches out 1o hu-
manity with the message of salvation. Let’s look al just a few
examples,

Terms in the Field

Sin—disobedience to the will of God (Rom. 3:23)
Fall=Adam disabeved God, resulting in his lall from a state
of innocence into sin. All men now have a natural
Inclination toward i,
Atonement—a covenng, especially in relation to sin. The
blood of o sacritics covered the sing from
God's eyes and made forgiveness possible,
BDeath—Spiritual death bs separation from God, while physical death Is o sepa-
ration of the bady from the soul. Both resulted as penalties for sin,
Rightenusness—conformity fo God's standands for He and being
Gentiles—preople or nations that were nof part of lsrael
Word—the English translation of the Greek fogus, which means “statement” or
“thought.” Jesus is God's statement to man abostt Hife, John wses fogos
to deseribe the etemal and human noture of Jesus Christ.
Ransom—the price paid by Christ through His death on the eross, resulting in
our redemption
Salvation—the greol deliverance from the guilt and the pollution of sin accom-
plished by Christ

L Noah, the mun who butlt the ark ot God's disection, was
preachee of righteousness (11 Peter 2:5), What did he preach?
We do not have any of his sermons, but we can speculate
based on the information that we do have, Nozh preached
abont the effects of sin, about God’s judgment, and about sal-
vation, The ark was a huge ohject lesson for many vears. but
only his family believed, The eatire world perished becanse
the people refused the messuge of restoration,




