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Lesson Features

Encourage a biblical worldview by discussing real-life

Objectives paint oul
the skills taught in
the lesson.
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A varlety of activities allows the
students to see math at work in
real-life

contexts.
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New to This Edition

The goal of this book is to help you advance the math under-
standing of every student in your classroom, Since students
have diverse needs and learning styles, this baok places in-
creased emphasis on implementing differentiated instruction.
Changes include more group work, which allows collabora-
tion and interaction among peers. For optimal learning for
all students, each group should include students with varying
strengths and abilities. Groups may vary for each instructional
strand. Students who are reluctant to respond in large groups
will often participate in small groups. The wse of manipula-
tives and strategies is emphasized throughout to help your
students grow thelr math knowledge and demonstrate their
thinking and reasoning skills

. The Teacher Notes section at the beginning of each chapter

details the learning objectives for the chapter. This section
includes background information, indicates what founda-
tional knowledge the chapter is building on, and gives other
helpful information pertaining to the chapter. On this page
you will find Math Board suggestions, which are designed
to guide practice of previously learned material and can be
used any time of day. This review time focuses on core con-
cepts and provides an excellent opportunity for you to find
areas where your students would benefit from additional
teaching or practice.

Studies show that retention increases by 23 percent when
students know what learning is expected of them. This
beok offers a Lesson Focus for every lesson, which is to be
conveyed to your students before the lesson begins, In some
cases the Lesson Focus will point out how previous knowl-
edge will be applied to the new concept. Students should
discuss and conclude what they have learmed before they
begin their practice on the Worktext pages.

. To help your students become life-long problem solvers,

maore focus has been placed on processing word problems,
Encourage the students to become active listeners by asking
them to listen for who the problem is about and what action
is taking place as you read through the word problem the
first time. As you reread the problem one sentence at a time,
encourage your students to picture the problem with ma-
nipulatives or drawings After all sentences have been reread
and the picture is complete, ask the students to translate the
picture into a number sentence and retell the story in their
owm words, Making a picture will help the students make
sense of their number sentence. Finally, a summary sen-
tence should be crafted to explain the solution.

5. Students are expected to reason and explain their think-

ing, Engaging the students in the learning process involves
asking them questions and allowing them time to answer.
Their answers should include their reasoning based on
their interaction with manipulatives or drawings, Their
answers should also incorporate math terminalogy. It may
take additional questioning 1o draw more complete answers
and explanations from your students at the beginning of
the vear. The lessons establish a pattern of asking students
to explain their answers or reasoning. You will notice that
the reasoning is often included in answers even when the
question does not specifically ask for it It is expected that
students will give their reasoning for all answers where
appropriate. Taking time to listen to students explain their
answers provides insight into their reasoning and can help
you strengthen their thinking or clear up any misconcep-
tions they may have, A gear icon (% ) is used 10 help you
kdentify higher-level thinking questions within the lessons.
Supply any prompts or background needed to guide the
student to the answer. Student Worktext pages often have
discussion questions in blue think bubbles. These questions
are intended to engage your students in math discussions
that lead them to a deeper level of math understanding and
further develop their reasoning abilities.

. Provide a safe and loving learning environment that

encourages the students to participate in the learning
process. Remember that each student is made in God's
image (Genesis 1:26=27), Circulate among the students as
they work, guiding them
to correct thinking and
giving individual at-
tention as necded. The
theme stories make many
real-life connections for
math as Matt uses math
skills to build homes for
people in different parts
of the world. Teach your
stuclents that God pro-
vides many opportunitics
for them to help others
and that math can be a
tool they use to portray
Christ’s love and grace to
those around them.




