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The chapter outline
lists the major tapics
that will be covered.

Maps and charts
help students
visualize concepts

and geographic
locations.

Wt g s 1 (B

S b b Rt

L]

Religion

Vit B et wom ks bt i elighins Vi Tt
e

ad tee e by il el Sy Lo, T g fymmrmenies
-

e a fan

arinn af ervigs s 122 B el drisfarsty Thay

+ e by s ks, b e B
8B e i Tl B o B,

Growth
Fiaray B fwma Tlsr

e e T il o b b f o
e iy ol preiiec heard
e -'";.\..,...p.,s..p..
P o

[ S
2 il i s,
Wi Bt i il o

Bt g o e |
R | i e T Bt F iy LS
g,

[T P St}

Opening stories
engage interest with
detailed, personal
information about
events,

Terms in bold type
draw attention to
impartant facts,
ideas, individuals,

or definitions.



12’ The Rise of the Mongol
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Guiding Questions help prepare students
to read the material carefully.
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Photographs, illustrations, and artworlk
assist students in “seeing” the sites, people,
and events discussed in the text.
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Infographiecs combine

Biographies provide details

about significant people.

graphics and text to aid student
comprehension and memory.
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Timelines help students place
events in historical context.

Worldview Dilemmas help
students develop biblical answers
to foundational ethical questions.



Trading in the Mongol Empire
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] Turning Points feature boxes
highlight things or events that
changed the direction of society.
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q PREPARING FOR WORLD
STUDIES

3000 BC - AD 1000

1.1 Why Study History? 2

1.2 The Work of the
Historian &

1.3 Ancient Civilizations 9

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

u Why is it important to study
history?

w How does a biblical
worldview affect the way a
believer interprets history?

= What were the ancient
civilizations?




AMNESIA

Imagine that you awaken in a hospital room and cannot
remember how you got there. As you think further, not only
do you not remember how you got there, but you do not even
remember your name, You try to remember where you live,
who your parents are—nothing! A nurse brings a tray
of food, but eating is altogether unimportant; in fact,
everything is secondary to the priority of remembering
a single personal detail, If this were a movie, the villain
would enter your room and try to deceive you about
who you are in order to get you to do what he would
like. But fortunately, your family and friends arrive,
and you can see the honest love and concern in their eyes,
After months of therapy, you finally regain your memeory, but you
never want to experience anything like that again.

Yet the ruler of this world (John 14:30) prefers that people
live like this regarding their understanding of national and world
history. If it is important to remember facts like your name, who
your family is, and where you come from, it is also important to
go further—to learn the history of your ancestors, your country,
and your waorld.

11] Why Study History?

History is the inquiry into what happened in the past and
why it happened. It is the study of the record of the past acts of ok ,
God and man on earth from Creation to the present, based on R S Risons
the best surviving evidence. Since God alone sees the whole pic- ® How does a knowledge of history
ture, down to the motivations that led people to act as they did, help us make moral judgments?
He alone knows perfectly what happened. History, as a subject = How does a knowledge of history
matter that people research, is all about trying to understand develon a cultural identity?
what happened in the past through the study of writings, artifacts, P o

GUIDING QUESTIONS

and other records. Historians hope to get as clear a picture as = How do justice, power, citizenship,
possible of what happened and why it happened. environment, and religion relate to
the study of history?

What is the definition of history?

Making Moral Judgments

One reason to study history is to improve our ability to make
moral judgments. Study any civilization in the past, and you will
discover something good and bad about it. A biblical worldview
helps us understand why this is the case. Since every civilization is
made up of people created in the image of God, we should expect
to find them producing some good things in culture. At the same
time, sin has damaged the image of God in human beings. Because
of this, there are bad things in every culture, The way we distin-
guish between good and bad actions in world history is by reading
the human story in light of God's standard for human behavior—
the Bible. Christians can gain much wisdom by learning from both
the mistakes and the successes of previous generations,

4 | Anartist’s rendering of Luke
writing his Gospel
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Developing a Cultural
Identity

Like the person with amnesia, those who have
little historical knowledge will not know who they
are nor the contributions their ancestors made
to give them their cultural identity. They become
susceptible to whatever the latest trends are,
even though they may not be best. They will not
understand the failures, mistakes, and triumphs
that have made them who they are. God under-
stood the danger of this kind of deception. This
is one reason He commissioned Moses to be
Israel's first historian. This is also the reason He
exhorted His people to remember. Repeatedly in
Deuteronomy, God tells the Israelites to remem-
ber what He did for them and what their fore-
fathers did. “Remember, and forget not, how
thou provokedst the Lorp thy God to wrath in the
wilderness: from the day that thou didst depart
out of the land of Egypt, until ye came unto this
place, ye have been rebellious against the Lord.”
There are many more commands to remember
in the Bible. Why did God command this? Psalm
78:7 gives us the answer: “That they might set
their hope in God, and not forget the works of
God, but keep his commandments” When we
forget what God has done, we forget who we are
and lose our way, Recorded history is filled with
stories of what happens when nations and cultures
forget God. But it is also filled with stories of hope
and recovery. God is the prime actor on the stage
of history, and He is moving history toward His
ultimate goal.

Learning about Key
Themes

Histary is not what many people think. It is
not a simple matter of memaorizing names, places,
and dates on a calendar. It is 5o much more excit-
ing than that. When we engage in history, we are
investigating questions, controversies, and chal-
lenges that previous civilizations have faced. We
do this investigation so we can develop wisdom
for our own engagement with our culture. As
we study, we will find that these challenges can
be grouped into just a handful of categories or
themes. For this book, we have identified five
themes: justice, power, citizenship, environment,
and religion. These are the areas where we will be
making our moral judgments and learning about
cultural identity. Every culture has its own take
on these themes. Our concern will be to evaluate
each culture based on how closely it aligns with
the biblical standard.



A eivilization cannot function without justice.
Justice mean ted rightly. Where there
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ties that ensure s upheld. The
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" What are the five themes of civilization?

CRITICAL THINKING 1.1

1. How does the study of history help develop
our cultural identity?

2. Why can Christians make moral judgments
.r of another. about people’s actions in world history?
1% and not 3. What is the difference between a subject
subjects 2 e cornmon duri and a citizen?

six hu 4. What is the difference between true religion
and false religion?

I'|i1n
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GUIDING QUESTIONS

1.2) The Work of the Historian

Why is it possible to study history? Many people do not appreciate

P . . 5 how a biblical view of the world makes historical investigation possible.
S e b R ey WMo Clisgatiaie can b good histor ans ey ot éEplit) by
= What is the work of a histerian? history is knowable. The biblical view of history is that history unfolds
® How are Chiistian and nen-Christian according to God's plan and has a beginning and an end. The ancient

approaches to history different? peoples (outside of Israel) viewed time as cyclical, meaning that as

time passed things kept repeating. This is understandable since we

]

observe seasonal cycles every year and see generations follow the same
pattern of birth, growth, and death. They thought it useless to try to
understand what was happening since they were victims of the whims
of gods and nature, With this view, history is not being directed toward
Gods conclusion. Ged revealed to the Israelites that time is linear, with
a beginning and an end. Isaiah 46:9-10 says, “Remember the former
things of old: for 1 am God, and there is none else; 1 am God, and there
is none like me, Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient
times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand,
and [ will do all my pleasure?” Even though past events could resemble
previous events, the world is not trapped in some never-ending cycle.
History had a definite beginning and will one day have a definite end
because God ereated the world, and He directs the unfolding of history.
Although we are not able to see how all of history fits together, we
can know that it does indeed fit together because God holds it together.
This wonderful truth is necessary to make the study of history possible.
It is why non-Christians can study histery, because even though they
do not acknowledge God's direction of history, they still think about
o the pastasif it has rhyme and reason. The Christian can explain these
- . things. God made it possible to know history. He created a world

How did God make it possiblete ~~ where there are historical artifacts. He created us as rational people

Chapter 1

know history? who can investigate the past.

Investigating History

How do historians accurately describe what happened in the
past? A historian is like a detective. A detective may arrive at a car
accident a couple of minutes after the incident; he
then tries to determine what happened and
who should be held responsible. The
detective gets the story from the two
drivers invalved, but they may not
know what happened, or they may
be lving. He interviews witnesses
and asks them what they saw. Some
witnesses may contradict each other
because they had different perspectives.
Finally, he will look at the evidence—
the skid marks, the damage to the cars,
and the damage to the area. After he has
collected all the information, only then can
he write a detailed narrative about what
occurred. This is what a historian does except
that instead of arriving a couple of minutes after
the event the historian arrives one hundred,
one thousand, or two thousand years after
the event.




When the historian seeks to The Process of Investigating History

write the story of an event in the
past, he goes first to the accounts PRIMARY
of the peaple involved and the SOURCES
eyewitnesses, Those accounts
are called primary sources,
The most important primary
sources are firsthand accounts
that are written; for modern
history, that may also include
recordings. Historical writings
come in many forms: diaries,
journals, letters, or books. Most
historians consider it impossible
to write a reliable history of a
period without using written artifacts
records. Primary sources can
also include artifacts. Artifacts
are objects made by people, They
may be small relics, towering
monuments, or priceless works
of art. Most artifacts are simple, everyday items like pottery,
tools, weapons, furniture, clothing, coins, and jewelry unearthed
by archaeologists, Historians can also study secondary sources,
which are records that explain or interpret primary sources. This
history book would be a secondary source; other examples are a
Wikipedia article or a biography. A historian will seldom depend
on secondary sources, but sometimes they are all that is available,
After the historian has collected, evaluated, and studied all
sources, he writes down the story to the best of his understanding,
He writes his account just as the detective would write the account
of the accident. The detective would include only the facts; he
would not include any assumptions or wishes. He would also dis-
card all unnecessary information. The historian, unlike the detec-
tive, should not simply state what happened; he must also explain
why it happened and how that explanation remains significant for
people today.

The Christian Approach to
History

All historians approach the study of the past with certain
presuppositions—beliefs about the world and how it operates. For
example, when secular historians seek to understand historical
events and the motivations of past cultures, they are guided by
secular presuppositions. They may see economic interests (a desire
for money), ethnic conflicts {natives vs. Europeans), class struggles
(rich vs. poor), or gender conflicts (men vs. women) as reasons for
people’s actions. Some of their observations may have some truth
to them, but overall they leave out key truths for understanding
history. These key truths, as provided by a biblical worldview, are:
first, that God made the world and everything in it; second, the
world has fallen into a sad and broken condition because of human
sin; and third, God is working to redeem this world to Himself.

v written
accounts

secular relating o the world, not specifically religious

SECONDARY
SOURCES

WRITTEN
ACCOUNT

Why did it happen?

How does i
matter
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Secular vs. Christian Historians

8 Chapter 1

SecuLar HisToRIAN

economic interests

ethnic conflict

class struggle

gender conflict

CHrIsTIAN HISTORIAN

Some Christians may think that these key truths are
only relevant for studying history in the Bible, But they are
equally relevant for studying all of history because they
help make sense of the past. When economic interests,
ethnic conflict, class struggles, or gender conflicts are at
play in a situation, the Christian historian will interpret
these things within the context of the key biblical truths
already mentioned.

Ethnic conflict, for example, is a real factor in certain
historical events, but depending on their presuppositions,
different historians will come to different conclusions
about the nature of the problem and the appropriate
solutions. So how might a Christian historian approach a
matter like this? He or she begins with the understanding
that ethnic diversity is part of God's good creation, that
ethnic conflict is the result of living in a fallen world, and
that ethnic harmony is possible through the gospel of Jesus
Christ. We can say more about how all this works, but this
example gives us a small glimpse into how biblical truths
shape the thinking of the Christian historian at the level of
presuppositions.

Christians study history with hope because they know
how the story ends. But they need 1o be careful when
attempting to discern God’s role in history, When dealing
with aspects of history where God has not revealed His
providential purposes, the historian may only humbly
suggest what God's intentions might have been. Events are
often complex, and historians do not have access to all rel-
evant information. Historians should avoid the temptation
to declare that all calamities are God's judgments and that
all victories prove that God is on the side of the victors.
Believers, including historians, can rest in the knowledge
that God'’s ultimate goal is to glorify Himself through
redeeming a people,

presupposition a thing assumed beforehand at the beginning
of a line of argument or course of action

o CRITICAL THINKING 1.2

1. How do primary and secondary sources differ?

2. List several of the tasks of a historian.

3. Summarize the three truths a Christian historian
uses to interpret history.

4. Where would we find what Ged's providential
purposes are?



1.3] Ancient Civilizations

This book covers world history beginning about the thirteenth
century AL\ (The thirteenth century is the 1200s.) In this way, it
picks up where the book Heritage Studies 6: Ancient Civilizations
left off, The following pages review those ancient civilizations
before continuing on with the study of world history.

GUIDING QUESTIONS

® What were the ancient civilizations?

® How is Jesus the central figure in
world history?
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Egyptian civilization
developed along the 4
Mile River since the river "7
created fertile land to
growr crops. The desert e L
geography protected ) el
Egypt from invasion. L i I

RELIGION IN EGYPT

The Egyptians were polytheistic. Two
of their more important gods were Ra,
the sun god and creator, and G?iris, :I.ﬂe Middle Kingdom
god of the underworld and the judge in This was a time of
the afterife. . peace and stability,

Pharaohs showed
greater concern for

the people,
CULTURE £ 2
Egypt’s class structure was like a ; L,..I
pyramid—farmers, merchants, servants, 1 NIy
Ry |

and slaves were on the bottom; on the

next level were the priests, soldiers,
1L IR [LL“\a V{u

2040-1650 BC

scribes, and artisans; next were the
highest-ranking officials; on the
pinnacle was the pharach,

| sorDan

SINAL
; PEMNINSULA
i )

EGYPTIAN
Kincpoms

2700-2200 BC

Old Kingdom
The pharachs had
great power, The
people believed the
pharaohs were gods.
The pyramids were
built during this time.

1570-1075 BC

New Kingdom
The Hyksos.
{“foreign rulers™)
ruled during this
time. The Hyksos
taught the Egyptians
how to make
weapons of bronze
and irgn as well

a5 horse-drawn
chariots.
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