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Chapter One

The Long Fall
Glorious no longer, the Roman Empire 

exits the stage of history

In 376 a.d. a host of people gathered on the northern bank 
of the Danube River, their faces turned to the south.

Today we know them as Goths, although that is not a 
name they used for themselves. In their own language, they were 
Tervingi, a word which meant “the forest people.” Since ancient 
times, they had farmed the land in what is now Germany and 
eastern Europe, building small villages surrounded by fields of 
barley, wheat, and oats. But the Goths were not content with 
peacefully tilling the ground; they considered themselves to be 
warriors above all, and each man’s worthiness among his fellow 
Goths was determined by the fearlessness with which he attacked 
his enemies in battle.

For all their warlike ways, however, the Goths were facing 
a foe far more ferocious. In the last half of the fourth century, 
the Huns, a tribe of fierce men astride swift and sturdy horses, 
had swept out of Asia like a mighty wind and plundered every 
Gothic village they could find. So dangerous were they that 
the Goths gave way before them, abandoned their homes, and 
fled, wandering west and south, until they had gathered on the 
Danube riverbank.




