




















Ontario Grade 10 Mathematics CHAPTER 1 - LINE SEGMENTS

1.3 Slope of a Line

The slope 1s a measure of how steep a line 1s. The slope also describes the direction of the line.
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The numerical value of a slope can be thought of as o rise
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The slope of the line segment joining P1(x1, v1), and Paxz, y2) is given by the formula (slope = %)
Fin

Slope of P1P2 = Yo~ Hh ,X2 #X10Tm = 2=h (m = slope).
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Examples:

1. Find the slope of the line segment joining each of the following points.

a. (-3,4) and (5, -6) m=22"M 3 4yand (5, -6)
Ko Ty
_—6-4 _-10
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m= _2 The slope 1s —i.
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b. (7.2)and (-8, 2) 22 _ 0
T T

m =0 The slope is zero (horizontal line).
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