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I¥¢ Lecon

|. Premiere Legon

Proverbe

C’est toujours par hasard qu’on accomplit son destin.
—Marcel Achard, nom de plume de Marcel-Auguste Ferréol, dramaturge

It is always by chance that one’s destiny is accomplished.

Vocabulaire

RN R B

—
N AW =D

I’horloge (f.)
la montre
Iheure (f.)

la minute

le quart
demi / demie
toujours
souvent
maintenant

. tot

. tard

. encore

. ne pas...encore
. le midi

. le minuit

clock

watch

hour

minute

quarter (as in quarter hour)
half (as in half hour)
always

often

now

early

late

always, still

not yet

noon

midnight
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Grammaire

I°* Lecon

Les verbes

Grammar

donner (to give)  partir (to leave)  rendre (to give back)  étre avoir

je donne je pars je rends je suis Jai The verb rendre also means

tu donnes tu pars tu rends tues tu as . .

il/elle donne il/elle part il/elle rend il/elle est il/elle a to render (as in cooking) and
to vomit. Use your judgment

nous donnons nous partons nous rendons nous sommes ~ NOUS avons

vous donnez vous partez vous rendez vous étes Vous avez il’l deciding Whether or not tO

ils/elles donnent ils/elles partent ils/elles rendent ils/elles sont ils/elles ont

pass this information on to your
student.

We are reviewing the present
tense in this first lesson. Book I
contained further examples of
—er, —ir, and —re verbs (Lessons
7, 15, & 25), which should be
reviewed to solidify them in your

students’ minds.
Dialogue

Quelle heure est-il?
11 est six heures.
11 est trois heures cing.

Il est cinq heures et quart.
11 est une heure et demie.

It is six o’clock (6:00).

It is five after three (3:05).

It is a quarter after five (5:15).
It is one thirty (1:30).

11 est neuf heures moins vingt-cing.

11 est deux heures moins le quart.
11 est midi.

11 est minuit.

11 est trois heures de 'aprés-midi.
11 est trois heures du matin.

11 est quinze heures.
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It is nine thirty-five (9:35).

It is a quarter to two (2:45).

It is noon.

It is midnight.

It is three o’clock in the afternoon.
It is three o’clock in the morning.
It is three o’clock in the afternoon.

Dialogue

As you can see from the lesson, time is expressed as minutes after the hour until the half hour is

reached, then as minutes less than the next hour, once the time has passed the half hour. In English,
we usually say “ten twenty,” “ten fifteen,” or “ten thirty.” In French, we say the equivalent of “ten
hours twenty,” but then say “ten hours and a quarter” or “ten hours and a half.” Once the half hour is
passed, in English we might say either “quarter to ten” or “nine forty-five.” However, in French we
say “eleven hours less a quarter.” Although in English we might omit “o’clock,” the French heures is
never omitted.

Nowadays, most countries in Europe use a 24-hour clock, so that 1:00 pm would be expressed as Il
est treize heures. However, you can also say du matin (a.m); de apreés-midi (afternoon until 6 p.m.);
and du soir. Try to practice both ways. Time is written as 1h30 rather than 1:30.

You will think this is really simple when you and your students first review it. However, being able
to read the time, both from digital clocks and traditional clock faces, requires some practice. During
daily life, practice telling the time in French.

The half hour is demie, except when it is half past midnight or noon; then, use demi.
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Exercices

A. Traduction

1. 11 est quatre heures et quart.

It is a quarter after four (4:15).

2. Il est sept heures et demie.

It is seven thirty (7:30).

3. Il n’est pas encore midi.

It is not yet noon.

4. Je pars maintenant.

| am leaving now.

5. What time is it?

Quelle heure est-il?

6. Often, we leave late.

Souvent, nous partons tard.

7. It is six-twenty (o’clock).

Il est six heures vingt.

8. It is quarter to seven (o’clock).

Il est sept heures moins le quart.

14
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Exercices

B. Grammaire

1. Conjugate in the present tense:

donner (to give) partir (to leave) rendre (to give
back)

je donne je pars je rends
tu donnes tu pars tu rends
il/elle donne il/elle part il/elle rend
nous donnons nous partons nous rendons
vous donnez vous partez vous rendez
ils/elles donnent ils/elles partent ils/elles rendent

2. Give the correct time in French for the following:

12:00 am_ Il est minuit. 12:00 pm__ Il est midi.

9:25 Il est neuf heures vingt-cing. 10:15 Il est dix heures et quart.

4:56 |l est cing heures moins quatre.  3:31 Il est quatre heures moins vingt-neuf.
5:30 Il est cing heures et demie. 2:13 Il est deux heures treize.

12:30am |l est minuit et demi.
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